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Director's Note

Martyrdom. In the modern context the word has lost some of its original power.
People are told not to 'play the martyr' or are described derisively as having a
‘martyr complex'. A martyr is by definition a victim and worse, they choose to
suffer. What can we make of this choice? What could possibly drive a person to
martyrdom?

History tells us very little about Genesius, the person who became the patron
saint of actors. We know nothing of the sort of man of he was, what his life was
like or what he thought of the persecution of the Christians prior to his
conversion. Some stories say he had a vision during a performance which led
him to announce publicly his desire for a baptism, others that he was influenced
by talking to Christians while he was researching for a show aimed at mocking
them. Either way, the result was that he joined the ranks of those who peacefully
surrendered their lives rather than deny their beliefs.

In this play the character of Genesius does not appear. He does not speak for
himself here any more than he speaks for himself in history. We can only interpret
his actions. Like the character of the Director we might wonder if Genesius was
crazy, or drunk. Could he have suffered an hallucination or was he the victim of a
publicity stunt gone horribly wrong? Or, more scarily - what if he was right?

The Director is not about the choice Genesius made. It's about what choices we
make for our own lives and to what extent our own beliefs are revealed in these
choices.

The Medieval Mystery Plays

In the Middle Ages stories from the Bible were acted out in churches as a way of
making the stories more memorable for a largely illiterate population. As both the
popularity and the bawdiness of the plays grew, they were moved to outside
performance venues and, following a Papal ban forbidding clergy to act in public,
were taken over by the town's guilds.

These plays represent some of the earliest examples of ‘community theatre' in the
world. Each section was generally performed by the most ‘appropriate' guild. For
example, the Goldsmith's Guild would take charge of presenting the story of the
Three Kings - no doubt because they could most easily locate the required props!

The plays that have been chosen have been taken from the York, Wakefield and
Chesterfield Cycles.



